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Abstract

This research aimed to investigate scientific information seeking behavior through Internet by faculty
members of Faculties of Agriculture and Natural Resources in Kermanshah and Arak Universities. Re-
search population consisted of all 78 faculty members in the two mentioned higher educational institutions,
and research sample consisted of 54 members who were randomly selected. Research questionnaire was
developed to collect data. Validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by a panel of experts, and its reliabil-
ity was obtained through a pilot test and calculation of Cronbach alpha coefficient (¢=0.7-0.83). Findings
revealed that knowledge about searching methods in the Internet and satisfaction with access to the Internet
explained 64 percent of variance in scientific information seeking through internet. Limited access to the
academic journal collections through the university contracted services and poor access to the Internet
were the major problems inhibiting respondents from seeking scientific information through the Internet.
In order to improve information seeking behavior of university faculty members, their information seeking
skills and their information literacy should be enhanced, and access to internet and scientific information
databases should be improved.
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