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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate educational needs of rice production monitoring engi-
neers agricultural consulting service firms in Mazandaran. The methodological approach of this study
was descriptive- correlational. Statistical population of consisted of 186 rice monitoring engineers of
Mazandaran Province, and based on Cochran formula, 113 of them were selected randomly through
proportional stratified sampling technique. Data collection tool was questionnaire , thats validity was
confirmed by a panel of experts, and its reliability was measured through Cronbach's alpha formula (a
= 0.75-0.96). Educational needs assessment of agricultural extension agents was used to gain from the
mean weight discrepancy score (MWDS) based on Burich model. Analysis of the data showed that the
highest priority of the educational needs of rice supervisors recognition of type and amount of chemical
fertilizers, animal and plants pesticides, pest control and diseases of rice and weed control. The results
achieved from ordinal regression method indicated that 22.3 percent of probability criterion variable
(training needs) is explained by economic, information resources and job characteristics variables con-
sist of supplying the necessary inputs, government preparation for input supplying, on time contract
preparation by the Agriculture Jihad Ministry, communication with the Agricultural Jihad Department,
communication with together and research center experts, communication with friends and other super-
visors, discussion with experts, use of educational videos and slides, appropriate wages and benefits,
nature of work, good colleagues, repetitive and monotonous tasks, lack of freedom and autonomy at
work and number of views covered paddies.

Index Terms: Training needs assessment, rice production monitoring engineers.
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