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Abstract

Analysis of practical agricultural competencies based on training needs assessment plays a vital role
in improving educational quality in agricultural vocational schools, which are responsible for training
competent human resources in agricultural sector. This research project aimed to investigate factors
affecting the effectiveness of practical courses in agricultural vocational schools in Fars province. The
statistical population consisted of 258 junior students of Fars agricultural vocational schools during
2013-2014. Based on Cochran’s sample size formula, 154 junior students were selected through simple
random sampling method. The data was collected using structured questionnaires which were validat-
ed by a group of experts and the reliability as measured by ordinal alpha was (0.91), Results revealed
that, general, professional and technical domains played a vital role in training practical courses in the
agricultural vocational schools. It was also concluded that general domain of training skills in vocation-
al schools posses deals with effectiveness of practical agricultural vocational courses. Analysing the
educational needs of students the Revealed the gap between the present status and the state quo of the
main determinants of effectiveness in agricultural vocational schools. According to the results of ordinal
regression, variables such as age, grade point average (GPA) and residence location affect the quality of

teaching in schools of agriculture.

Index Terms: teaching quality, vocational agricultural schools, Agricultural training needs, Fars

Province.
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