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Factors Affecting the Satisfaction of Agricultural Extension and Education
Graduates Employed in Agricultural Sector in Northern Provinces from
their Learned Field of Study

A. Ahmadpour

Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural Extension and Education, Sari Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Sari, Iran.

Abstract

The aim of this study was to identify factors influencing the satisfaction of graduates employed in the
agricultural sector. The research is a cause-correlational .Statistical population consisted of all alumni of
agricultural extension and education working related to their field in agricultural sector in the Northern
provinces (Mazandaran, Golestan and Gilan). Due to the limited size of the population, the census was
done (N=51). The research tool was a questionnaire, the validity of which was approved by agricultural
extension experts and faculty of agricultural extension and education in Islamic Azad University of Sari
and its reliability was estimated to be =00.89. Data analysis in two descriptive and analytical statistics
was done by applying SPSSWin21. The research showed that 56.9 percent of the graduates, were as-
sessed the alignment and compatibility of their learned with their job duty as good. Graduates obtained
capabilities in the areas of communication, management, evaluation, planning, research and teaching at
the intermediate level. Graduates had a good and positive attitude toward their field of study. The satis-
faction of the majority of graduates (74.5%) from the knowledge obtained was at the intermediate and
good level. Based on the opinion of graduates, employed in operational level of agricultural activities,
the importance and priority of the main courses to electives was emphasized. There was a significant and
positive relationship among alignment and compatibility of learned (with their job duties) and gradu-
ates’ attitude (toward agricultural extension and education fields) with graduates’ satisfaction .The ordi-
nal regression showed that alignment and compatibility of learned and attitude can estimate 64 percent
of the possibility of changing the dependent variable.

Index Terms: Qualitative evaluation, agricultural extension and education, educational satisfaction,

employed graduates
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