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Abstract

Considering the role of women especially rural women in environment protection, recognizing the
educational needs and related trainings for them is necessity. The purpose of this research was to investi-
gating educational needs of Ilam rural women on environment protection. This quantitative and applied
analytical research was conducted. The statistical population of this research included all rural women
in Ilam Township (N=13400). Using proportionate stratified random sampling method and based on
Cochran formula, 150 of them were selected as the sample. Research instrument to collect data was
questionnaire that its content validity confirmed by an expert panel and convergent validity confirmed
by calculating CR= 0.87 and AVE=0.79. Ordinal theta (using R software), was calculated to measure
reliability of the questionnaire (® =0.79 - 0.87). In order to determine educational needs, Bourich model
was used. The results showed that rural women need training in all five components of environment
protection, including protection of water, air, soil, maintaining species diversity of vegetative and animal
and protecting forests and ranges. Comparison between two groups of rural women who participated
and did not participate in related extension education courses using mann-whitney U, showed that there
was significant difference between the two groups. Based on the findings of ordinal regression, two var-
iables of education and use of radio and television had significant effect on the probability of indicating

rural women’s educational needs.
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