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Abstract

Chickpea is one of the most important crops in the west of Iran, and its land under cultivation is the
largest in Kermanshah Province. Since the damages of pests on chickpea losses performance of this
crop, and using chemical pesticides does not guarantee pest control, therefore, utilization of non-chem-
ical control methods, including biological control, looks more appropriate. The main purpose of this
cause-correlational research was to determine socio-psychological factors influencing the adoption of
biological control chickpea pod borer in Kermanshah. The statistical population consisted of all chickpea
growers in Kermanshah Township (N = 3000). Samples were selected using simple random sampling
technique (n=341). The research instrument was a questionnaire, and data gathered was analyzed using
SPSS 21. Based on the findings, there was a significant difference between adopters and non-adopters
of biological control, based on family size, the land under cultivation, and agricultural experience of
chickpea growers. Logistic regression showed that aattitude, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral
control have a significant influence on adoption of chickpea pod borer biological control, and among
them, attitude had the highest influence on the adoption.

Index Terms: Chickpea pod borer, chickpea cultivation, biological control, chemical control
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