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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the motivation of students to attend two years technical and
vocational higher agricultural education programs. The statistical population of the study was composed of
1020 students of technical and vocational higher agricultural education program in the educational centers
in the academic year of 1994-95 and from that 346 students were selected using the Kerjesie and Morgan
tables and through stratified random sampling technique. The research instrument was a questionnaire that
its validity was reviewed and confirmed by a group of relevant experts. The reliability of the questionnaire
was confirmed by pretest and Teta coefficient (O = 0.94). Factor analysis showed that student motivations
are detected in six dimensions including: Occupational and Individual, Educational — Institutional, Social
force and media advertising, Insist and recommend friends and parents, Entering to university and earn-
ing a degree of education and economic constraints and appropriate tuition. Occupational and individual
factor was identified as the most important factor. The mean comparison between students' motivation
and gender was shown that girl and boy students had significant difference in the first factor. Comparison
of the mean of the motivating factors and the student's job status at the time of study as shown that there
were significant differences between employed and unemployed students in terms of occupational and
individual, educational — institutional factors. There was a positive and significant relationship between the
students' age, occupational and individual, social force and media advertising factors. Thus, attention to
the promotion of knowledge and job skills and students needs in modifying and reviewing the curriculum

of this course were recommended.

Index Terms: Attend to Program, Educational Center, Occupational and Individual Factor, Technical
and Vocational Agricultural Education
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