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Abstract

The content of the traditional agricultural extension and education curriculum, with a strong
focus on separate disciplines, can not prepare students to respond to the complexity of the world
today and it needs to focus on the interdisciplinary approach. The aim of this research was to
analyze the components agricultural extension and education major according to
interdisciplinary curriculum elements. The statistical population of the study included 302
students (1393-1396 for Master and 1391-391 for PhD) and 46 faculty members at universities
of Tehran, Shiraz, Ramin, Kermanshah, and Zanjan. Using Krejcie and Morgan tables, a sample
of 170 students was selected by stratified sampling method. The faculty members (46) were
counted. The research instrument was a questionnaire. Its validity was confirmed by the faculty
members and PhD students and graduates of Agricultural Extension and Education. Cronbach's
alpha coefficient used to determine the reliability. Distributed questionnaires between the
members of the faculty and graduate student had similar dimensions. Data were analyzed using
SPSS 25 software. The findings of the comparison between the opinions of the faculty members
and the students regarding the interdisciplinary nature of the components of the curriculum
indicated that there was no significant difference between the views. The results of factor
analysis showed that aim element had three component including acquiring cognitive skills,
acquiring the skills of the real world of engineering, and problem solving skills. Content
element had four components including: content cohesion, comprehensiveness of the content,
the proper utilization of the content of the related disciplines, and the provision of
complementary and relevant courses in terms of study. The element of teaching and learning
strategies had four components including: problem-based teaching methods, the interaction of
faculty members, and the use of cooperation of different disciplines in the teaching process,
teaching and classroom management in order to integrate and combine topics and concepts, and
the focus of the real and professional word in the teaching and learning process.. The element of
learning experiences and activities had three components including: matching the experiences
with the needs of the field and the interests of the students, setting out the activities and
experiences of learning based on the internal and external workgroup, and designing
challenging experiences and learning activities. The evaluation element had three components
including different assessment methods, assessment of different aspects of student learning, and
designing complicated and open-ended questions, and assessment based on the nature of
courses.

Index Terms: interdisciplinary, curriculum, agricultural extension and education, higher
education.
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