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Abstract
Ranking and evaluation of the performance of higher education institutions is mainly evaluated according to
the missions of education and research. Because the evaluation indicators of these two missions along with their
evaluation tools and techniques have already been identified; But the evaluation of the third mission has been
delayed and the evaluation indicators and techniques are not clear. The purpose of this study is to identify, define
and select evaluation indicators for the third mission of the faculties of agriculture and natural resources and to
determine criteria for evaluating these indicators. This research uses a combined approach after conducting a
qualitative study and using the Delphi method in four stages, in order to confirm the extracted indicators and criteria,
conduct a quantitative study. The participants of the research in the qualitative section were 16 informants of the
third mission who were purposefully selected. In the quantitative part, the statistical population was 232 members
of the faculty of the Campus of Agriculture and Natural Resources, who were selected by random sampling
method using Cochran's formula of 145 people. The research tool in the quantitative section was a questionnaire
with fifty items based on the findings of the qualitative section, the validity and reliability of which were evaluated
and confirmed. Data were analyzed in descriptive statistics using SPSS 22 software. In the inferential statistics
section, confirmatory factor analysis was used to confirm the factor structure and the strength and significance test
of the contribution of each variable in measuring the indicators, dimensions and quality assessment criteria of the
structure of the third mission of the agricultural campus was used using SmartPLS 3 software. According to the
findings of the confirmatory factor analysis, the indicators of the third mission in six groups, each of which can
be done in four directions of sustainable agricultural development, along with thirteen quality indicators of each
indicator were developed and validated. Therefore, the indicators of the third mission, dimensions and quality
assessment criteria identified in the campus of agriculture and natural resources of the University of Tehran can
be fitted and applied and the third mission assessment tool developed in this research can be used as part of the
campus performance evaluation system and faculty members in the field of the third mission or the university's
interaction with the community.
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