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Abstract

Identifying factors affecting agricultural students' acquisition of practical skills is crucial for improving educational
quality and ensuring workforce readiness. Therefore, this study aimed to identify and analyze factors affecting the acquisition
of employment skills by medicinal plant students in agricultural secondary schools. The research was quantitative in nature
and applied in purpose, and was conducted using a Cause-effect research method. The statistical population included 390
students in the field of medicinal plants in agricultural secondary schools in Isfahan, North Khorasan, Fars, Qom, Gilan,
and Markazi provinces in 2024. The data collection tool was a questionnaire based on the medicinal plants educational
standards that were sent to the secondary schools by mail, and finally 220 questionnaires were analyzed. The validity of the
questionnaire was established through agricultural education expert opinions, and its reliability was confirmed by calculating
Cronbach's alpha (between 0.93 to 0.98) and composite reliability (0.96 to 0.98) for questionnaire subscales. The results of
Spearman correlation coefficient showed that there is a positive and significant relationship between interest in the field of
medicinal plants and secondary school with acquisition of employment skills, but place of birth, agricultural background,
and grade point average had no effect on these skills. A significant difference was also observed between male and female
students in terms of the level of employment skills acquisition. Based on the regression analysis, variables of internship,
interest in the field, and gender explained 48.2 percent of the variation in employment skills acquisition. Interaction and
exchange of experience between secondary schools affiliated with education and the Agricultural Jihad ministries, paying
more attention to practical lessons and internships, and holding educational and motivational workshops to increase students'

interest play an important role in increasing the rate of employment skills acquisition.

Index Terms: Vocational and professional education, Agricultural secondary schools, Medicinal plants education,
Employment agricultural skills.
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