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Abstract

Despite the critical role of the agricultural sector in ensuring food security and sustainable development, there is
growing concern regarding the cultivation of entrepreneurial attitudes among the younger generation engaged in this
sector—particularly in regions with distinctive socio-economic conditions such as Khuzestan Province. Accordingly, this
explanatory-causal study, employing a mixed-methods approach, aimed to investigate and elucidate the relationships among
individual skills, self-efficacy, learning environment, and entrepreneurial intention among agricultural vocational high
school students in Khuzestan Province during the academic year 1403—1404. The statistical population comprised 2,476
students from 13 agricultural vocational schools across the province’s counties. Using Cochran’s formula, a sample of 385
students was selected through cluster sampling. The research instrument was a five-point Likert-scale questionnaire. Its
content validity was confirmed through expert consultation in agricultural extension and education, while its reliability was
established via ordinal theta coefficients (6=0.716-0.868). Convergent validity was assessed through factor loadings and
Average Variance Extracted (AVE=0.502-0.638), and discriminant validity was verified using both the Fornell-Larcker
criterion and the heterotrait-monotrait (HTMT) ratio, confirming acceptable levels. Collected data were analyzed using
descriptive and inferential statistics—including the non-parametric Kruskal-Wallis test—and structural equation modeling
(SEM) with a confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) approach to develop the measurement model, utilizing SPSS and SmartPLS
software. Findings indicated that participating students were enrolled in grades 10 (52.2%), 11 (30.4%), and 12 (17.4%).
SEM results revealed that all individual skills exerted a statistically significant positive influence on self-efficacy (f=0.123—
0.248). Moreover, both self-efficacy (f=0.264) and the learning environment (3=0.576) significantly affected entrepreneurial
intention. However, the direct effect of the learning environment on self-efficacy was not statistically significant. The results
underscore that entrepreneurial intention among agricultural vocational students stems from a complex interplay of individual
and environmental factors. To foster entrepreneurship, it is strongly recommended that educational policymakers enhance
experiential learning programs within vocational schools and establish specialized entrepreneurship units in collaboration

with the private sector.

Index Terms: Sociability, Bandura’s theory, Vocational school environment, Entrepreneurial behavior,
Agricultural education.
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