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Abstract

Despite the increasing emphasis on universities' mission in social responsibility (SR), particularly within the critical
field of agricultural higher education for sustainable development, the persistent question remains: why do the operational
achievements in this area often fall short of both societal expectations and declared institutional capacities? Therefore, there
is a need to precisely identify and introduce the specific drivers capable of transforming this institutional (or structural)
capacity into an active driving force. More accurately, it is essential to meticulously model the mediating role of cultural
maturity in facilitating the conversion of existing frameworks and infrastructures into tangible social responsibility outcomes.
This study employs a mixed-method approach, being applied in its objective and causal-correlational in its methodology.
The statistical population consisted of agricultural faculty members from universities and higher education institutions
across Iran. A sample of 124 individuals was selected using Daniel's formula and subjected to convenient sampling. The
dominant statistical method was Structural Equation Modeling (SEM). In the initial step, the results of the Confirmatory
Factor Analysis (CFA) demonstrated the suitability of the measurement model, with all discriminant validity and reliability
coefficients (including Rho ¢ and Rho _a) calculated above the 0.80 threshold. In the phase of structural coefficient
examination, the bootstrapping method was used to test the significance of the path coefficients. The modeling results
revealed that institutional capacity, measured by a researcher-designed questionnaire, has a direct and significant impact
on cultural maturity concerning social responsibility. Furthermore, institutional capacity—understood as the readiness to
utilize higher education resources for promoting societal outcomes (measured by researcher-selected indicators)—plays
a significant, direct role in achieving SR results in Iranian agricultural higher education. Crucially, cultural maturity also
acts as a key factor, demonstrating a positive and significant influence on social responsibility outcomes. The findings of
this research indicate that achieving the effectiveness of social responsibility in agricultural universities necessitates a dual-
axis approach: establishing and strengthening institutional capacity as the foundation, coupled with strategic investment in

cultural maturity as the active engine.

Index Terms: University Social Responsibility (USR), Institutional Theory, University Governance, Agricultural
Higher Education.
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