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Abstract

The annual decline in enrollment rates in agricultural high schools is one of the challenges in providing skilled
human resources for the agricultural sector. The purpose of this research was to investigate the motivation and factors
influencing the motivation of upper secondary students to enter the agricultural high schools affiliated with the Ministry
of Jihad-e-Agriculture. The research paradigm was mixed-methods (qualitative-quantitative); in terms of nature, it was
applied with a causal-comparative approach. The statistical population included 214 students (107 girls and 107 boys)
enrolled in the tenth grade of agricultural high schools under the Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture in the year 2024-
2025. The sample size was determined using Cochran's formula as 170 individuals, who were selected through stratified
random sampling with proportional allocation from high schools in Fars, Mazandaran, and Golestan provinces. The
data collection instrument was a researcher-made questionnaire based on literature review, consisting of 39 items with a
five-point Likert scale, which was completed through face-to-face interviews. The face validity of the questionnaire was
confirmed by consulting experts and faculty members of the Agricultural Education and Extension Research Institute,
and the Content Validity Index (CVI) was calculated as 0.89. The reliability of the instrument was appropriate using
ordinal theta (6=0.82). The results of exploratory factor analysis showed that the factors influencing students' decision to
enter agricultural high schools can be categorized into seven factors: (1) interest in agricultural occupation, (2) having
rural-agricultural background, (3) compulsion and necessity, (4) high school facilities, (5) ease of access to high school,
(6) peer influence, and (7) reference group recommendations. These seven factors collectively explained 56.28% of the
variance in factors affecting students' decision to enter agricultural high schools. Examination of the effect of gender
on students' choice using the Mann-Whitney test showed that factors such as having rural and agricultural background,
compulsion and necessity, high school facilities, and peer influence were significantly more effective in boys than
girls in field selection with a probability of more than 99%. Considering the identified factors, this research suggests
that by expanding and facilitating access to high schools, providing active, practical, and income-generating learning
environments in high schools, strengthening hope for future employment through more effective connection with the
labor market, reforming the educational guidance system, and providing career counseling, the groundwork can be

prepared to increase students' motivation to choose agricultural high schools and agricultural fields.

Index Terms: educational motivation, agricultural high school, technical and vocational education, scondary
education.
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